VITAL RECORDS:

The Town Clerk serves as a Registrar of Vital Statistics.

BIRTH CERTIFICATES for persons born IN THE TOWN OF CORNWALL ONLY 

Birth Certificates in either the short form or the long form cost $10.00. The office holds records of births from June 9, 1881 to present. 

REQUESTS IN PERSON- During regular business hours. Please bring a photo ID (i.e. valid driver’s license) and complete an application.  Payment in either personal check or cash is accepted for in-person requests.


REQUESTS BY MAIL- These requests require a notarized letter that states

your date of birth, your name at birth, your father’s full name, your mother’s full maiden name, and a copy of your photo ID (i.e. valid driver’s license).  Requests by mail require payment in the form of a money order payable to the Cornwall Town Clerk.

As per New York State Law, Birth Certificates are considered closed to the general public for 75 Years. This means that only the person named on the certificate or the parents of the person named on the certificate are eligible for a copy of the record. For requests beyond 75 years, please refer to the Genealogy section. 

DEATH CERTIFICATES:  This office holds death certificates for those who died within the town boundaries from January 2, 1881 to present.  The cost is $10.00 per copy.

REQUESTS IN PERSON- During regular business hours. Please bring a photo ID (i.e. valid driver’s license)  and complete an application.  Payment in either personal check or cash is accepted for in-person requests.


REQUESTS BY MAIL- These requests require a notarized letter that states

the decedents name, date of birth, date of death, father’s full name, mother’s full maiden name, statement of your relationship to the decedent and a copy of your photo ID (i.e. valid driver’s license). Mail requests require payment in the form of a money order made payable to the Cornwall Town Clerk.

Per New York State Law, Death Certificates are closed to the general public for 50 years. Only the current spouse, the parents of the deceased, or child of the decedent is eligible to receive copies. For copies after 50 years, please refer to the Genealogy section.

MARRIAGE LICENSES AND CERTIFICATES: The Town Clerk’s office issues Marriage Licenses to prospective brides and grooms who plan to be married within the State of New York. Please call in advance to make an appointment to ensure you have all the necessary documentation. The documents include your birth certificate and a photo ID (i.e. valid driver’s license).  If this is not your first marriage, please provide certified divorce papers or death certificate if previous spouse was deceased. This documentation is needed for EACH subsequent marriage.

This office also holds all Marriage Certificates, which were filed in this office from June 9, 1881 to present. 

If you are seeking a copy of a previously issued Marriage License:

REQUESTS IN PERSON- During regular business hours. Please bring a photo ID (valid driver’s license) and complete an application. Payment in either personal check or cash is accepted for in- person requests.  Copies are $10.00 each.

REQUESTS BY MAIL-These requests require a notarized letter which states the bride and groom’s names, dates of birth, residence at time of marriage and the date of marriage. Please include a photo ID (i.e. valid driver’s license). Requests by mail require payment in the form of a money order made payable to the Cornwall Town Clerk.

Per New York State Law Marriage Records are closed for 50 years. This means that only the parties to the marriage are entitled to a copy.  For licenses more than 50 years, see Genealogy Section.

REMEMBER, ONLY MARRIAGES ISSUED BY THE TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE IN CORNWALL ARE HELD IN THIS OFFICE.  IF YOU RECEIVED THE MARRIAGE LICENSE IN ANOTHER TOWN OR CITY, IT IS FILED THERE EVEN IF THE CEREMONY TOOK PLACE WITHIN CORNWALLTOWN BOUNDARIES.

GENEALOGY REQUESTS: The Town Clerk’s Office has seen a dramatic increase in genealogy requests. Family research is becoming a hobby for more and more people. The Town Clerk’s office strives to help those of you who have roots in this town find the answers to your genealogy questions within the limits of the law. The Town Clerks office holds many of the vital records for events that occurred in the town (outside of the village) from 1881 to present.  

New York State Law states that a vital record becomes public information when:

-A Birth Certificate has reached 75 years

-A Death or Marriage Record has reached 50 years.

Some of these restrictions may be waived for lineal descendants. Please call the office for more information.

